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Self portrait by Erica Ross

Portraiture 



Welcome!

! Blind portrait drawing with a partner (ice-breaker) 
! What is a portrait? What is a self portrait?  
! Are portraits important? 
! How do you feel when you see a portrait? 
! Have you heard of the national portrait gallery?



National portrait gallery in D.C. : 

! About Us 
! Experience portraiture beyond the frame. Our collections present people of 

remarkable character and achievement. These Americans—artists, politicians, 
scientists, inventors, activists, and performers—form our national identity. They help us 
understand who we are and remind us of what we can aspire to be. Get to know us 
at the National Portrait Gallery. We look forward to sharing the faces and stories of 
inspiring Americans with you. 

! Our Mission 
! The mission of the National Portrait Gallery is to tell the story of America by portraying 

the people who shape the nation’s history, development and culture.



Famous portraits in the national portrait gallery (a Smithsonian museum)  
**TIME magazine original covers



Presidential Portraits

! The nation's only complete collection of presidential portraits outside the White House, this exhibition lies at the heart of 
the Portrait Gallery's mission to tell the American story through the individuals who have shaped it. 

! Ever since George Washington became President in 1789, the presidency has been a major focus of American political 
life, and as with nearly everything associated with that office, presidential portraits have from the outset attracted 
considerable popular interest. There was, in fact, a time when painted, sculpted or engraved likenesses were the only 
means that most people knew their Presidents. In the case of Washington, there were even sporadic debates through 
much of the nineteenth century over which portrait had most accurately recorded him for posterity. 

! It is no surprise, then, that presidential portraiture has been a major collecting concern at the National Portrait Gallery 
ever since it opened its doors in 1968. The media for presidential imagery has ranged everywhere from the traditional oil-
on-canvas and marble to cotton handkerchiefs and sewing-box lids, and the Gallery houses today a richly varied array 
of presidential likenesses. In the selection of portraits on view here, some are more sophisticated and striking than others; 
some are quite rare or altogether unique; some are calculated to impress us with their gravity while others are warmly 
intimate. Taken collectively, however, they all have one thing in common: In one degree or another, they all evoke the 
history of the nation's highest office and the individuals who have occupied it



Presidential Portraits

John Adams 
Artist 
John Trumbull, 6 Jun 1756 - 10 Nov 1843 
John Adams, 30 Oct 1735 - 4 Jul 1826 
Date 
1793 
Type 
Painting

Gerald Ford 
Artist 
Patrick Oliphant, born 1935 
Gerald Rudolph Ford, Jr., 14 
Jul 1913 - 26 Dec 2006 
Date 
1989 
Type 
Sculpture

Donald Trump 
Artist 
Michael O'Brien, born 27 Jun 
1950 
Donald John Trump, born 14 Jun 
1946 
Date 
1989 (printed 2011) 
Type 
Photograph

Barack Obama 
Artist 
Kehinde Wiley, born 1977 
Barack Hussein Obama, born 4 
Aug 1961 
Date 
2018 
Type 
Painting



Famous self portrait Painters: Frida Kahlo



Andy Warhol



Van Gough 



Pablo Picasso



Self portrait thoughts: 
(take a moment to write or draw your answers on a sketch sheet) 

! What three words best describe you?  
! What colors best represent my personality? 
! What are three objects that are important to you?  
! What facial expression best represents you? 
! What do you like to do for fun? 
! If you could change one thing about yourself what would it be? 
! What one word do you want people to use to describe you? 
! PLEASE BRING A SMALL MIRRIOR TO THE NEXT CLASS



Day 2



















Possible Careers 



Book covers



Movie Posters



Commercial Art



Police or court sketch artist 



Caricature Artist







Political Cartoonist



Time to Sketch 

** Teachers***This is a great way to incorporate math in your 
lesson!!

















The eye 









The nose











The ear





The mouth







Hair 









Shadows and highlights 





Day 4

! More techniques to try when trying to 
achieve a portrait: 

*** grid sketching on your picture and then the 
canvas; sketch grid for grid. 15x15  

*** Make a pattern with your picture 

*** use a projector  

*** use a picture for reference 

***If it is a person that wears makeup; match 
their actual shades to mix the correct shades of 
skin color paint 



Let’s Mix

To create realistic flesh tones, start by mixing an 
equal part of red, yellow, blue, and 
white paint together. Then, if you want 
to make light skin tones, add in more white and 
yellow to lighten the color. If you want 
to create mid-range skin tones, try adding equal 
parts burnt umber and raw sienna to darken the 
shade 

Once you achieve your “mother color” then add 
white to it to lighten the value for highlights. Then 
take your mother color and make it darker by 
adding brown or a hint of purple for shadows. 



Light Skin Tone 

Use equal parts red, blue 
and yellow = brown 
To lighten add white and 
yellow slowly 

Midrange Skin Tone

Mix equal parts red and 
yellow 
Clean your brush and then 
slowly add blue  
Add a small dot of black and 
mix 
mix equal parts raw sienna 
and dark umber 
 in a small separately on your 
plate (Or you can use 
a little blue) then slowly mix 
with your base color

Dark Skin Tone

Mix equal parts of burnt umber and raw 
sienna. Separately mix equal parts of 
red and yellow together. Then slowly 
add your red and yellow mixture to the 
other mixture.
To darken, add small increments of dark 
purple. To make purple mix equal parts 
of red and blue then add a hint of dark 
grey or a dot of black. But be careful 
with the black! It can ruin your base 
quickly if you add too much and then 
you will be grey.
For a dark skin tone that feels 
warmer, mix burnt umber instead of 
purple. To lighten add orange. Too 
much white will ruin your base color


